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Records of Limnotrachelobdella okae (Hirudinida, Piscicolidae) from the
coastal sea around Kyushu, Japan

Takeo YamaucHr™, Hiroyuki Dor?, Masaaki WADA” and Kazuya NAGASAWA”

Abstract

Limnotrachelobdella okae was collected from Kadogawa Cove (the western North Pacific), Miyazaki
Prefecture, Kyushu (single specimen), and from the Sea of Japan off Shimonoseki, Yamaguchi Prefecture,
Honshu, Japan (two specimens). These collections represent the westernmost record of L. okae from the Sea of
Japan and the southernmost record of its total geographical distribution, respectively. In Kadogawa Cove, the
leech was found attached to the skin of a Japanese seaperch Lateolabrax japonicus. A leech from off
Shimonoseki was attempted to infect marine fishes kept in an aquarium tank, but it did not parasitize them and

died 15 days after collection.
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Figs. 1-3.
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Limnotrachelobdella okae found on a Japanese seaperch Lateolabrax japonicus from Kadogawa Cove (the western North Pacific),

Miyazaki Prefecture, Kyushu, Japan. 1-2. A leech (an arrow in Fig. 1) attached to the skin of the fish. 3. A live leech, dorsal view.
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